
Robert (Rob) Schutter, Jr. – President and COO
Family entertainment has been at the center of Rob’s entire career. From 
his first job as a teen on litter patrol at an Ohio amusement park to his 
current role as president and COO of Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park™, he 
has always understood the value of providing families with high quality 
experiences and hospitality. 

In 1989, the struggling Jellystone Park system was sold, with Rob hired by 
the new owners as director of Franchise Operations. To turn around the 
brand, he introduced ideas from the theme park industry and began to 
focus on activities and attractions that appealed to families. 

An industry innovator and leader, Rob is responsible for all facets of the 
company’s operations, including interfacing with the Franchise Advisory Council. Prior to joining 
Jellystone Park, Rob held a variety of positions with the theme park group now known as Cedar 
Fair Entertainment Company. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Management and Marketing from the 
University of Cincinnati.

Jon Burek – Executive Vice President
Jon is responsible for directing all operational aspects at Jellystone 
Park, including franchisee training and education. He also works with 
Rob Schutter on key strategic planning initiatives. In 2020, he developed 
and implemented the system’s extremely successful COVID-19 response 
strategy.

Jon began his career in management at Executive Jet Management and 
advanced to senior vice president of Charter Services during his 18-year 
tenure. He ultimately led a team of more than 40 individuals based in 
multiple cities across the United States. Prior to joining Jellystone Park, Jon 
served as vice president of operations at Mike’s Carwash, a regional car 
wash chain with more than 500 employees.  

Jon earned his bachelor’s degree in Aviation Business Administration from Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University. He is a Six Sigma Black Belt, a certified ISO 9000: 2000 auditor and a licensed commercial 
pilot.
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Renata Evans – Vice President of Retail  
As vice president of retail, Renata oversees the sourcing, development 
and purchasing of more than 1,000 licensed souvenir and operational 
products that are exclusive to Jellystone Park franchisees. She also 
partners with franchisees to maximize their merchandise and store sales. 

Prior to joining Jellystone Park, Renata worked for some of the nation’s 
best-known brands and retailers, including Tommy Hilfiger USA, where she 
managed merchandising across five states. At Macy’s, she was responsible 
for marketing a $10 million private label product line. 

Renata earned her bachelor’s degree in Marketing from Wright State 
University.

Trent Hershenson – Vice President of Marketing
As vice president of marketing, Trent leads the creation, development, 
and execution of all brand marketing strategies for Jellystone Park. He 
also provides strategic guidance and support to individual park locations 
in order to help them maximize the effectiveness and efficiency of their 
individual marketing efforts.

Prior to joining Jellystone Park, Trent managed national marketing 
campaigns for many of the world’s most valuable family entertainment 
brands, including Scooby-Doo, Mary-Kate & Ashley Olsen, Teletubbies, 
and Marvel Comics and DC Comics animated properties. His experience 
includes several years in the video game industry overseeing the global 
marketing of Disney and Pixar brands such as Finding Nemo, The 
Incredibles, Disney Princess, and Power Rangers.

Trent earned his bachelor of arts degree in English and Psychology from the University of Miami 
(Florida) and his MBA from the University of Southern California.

Jim Westover – Vice President of Product Development and Sales
Jim is responsible for developing and managing Jellystone Park’s overall 
franchise growth strategy, including marketing and sales. He works 
with current and prospective operators to identify growth opportunities, 
including converting non-branded parks and building new ones. Jim 
connects franchisees with partners in a variety of areas, including finance 
and operations.  He also performs franchise assessment reviews and 
recommendations.

Before joining Jellystone Park, he spent more than 10 years with Bruster’s 
Real Ice Cream, a nationwide premium ice cream franchise. As regional vice 
president, he oversaw the operations of more than 60 locations. 

Jim holds a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from California University of Pennsylvania and an MBA in 
Management from Seton Hill University.
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